
  

 

 

Sydney, June 10th, 2014 

SMA Solar Technology and Ingenero team up to accelerate Hybrid Energy 

Systems in Australia, the Pacific and South East Asia. 

SMA and Ingenero signed an agreement with the express purpose of delivering product and 

systems solutions that will accelerate the uptake of solar PV systems for integration into remote 

power grids dominated by diesel generators. The agreement builds on a long standing relationship 

between the two companies, and that relationship was essential to the recent successful 

installation of a solar diesel hybrid system in the Pacific where solar power now offsets up to 70% 

of that grid’s electricity demand. The use of PV can deliver a major offset in the amount of diesel 

being used for electricity generation as well as reducing cost volatility caused by diesel price 

fluctuations and supply chain logistics. 

SMA is the global market leader in the development and supply of solar inverters, a key component 

of all PV plants.  Battery inverters and the SMA Fuel Save Controller enable the integration of a high 

share of photovoltaic into a hybrid energy system (HES). “The HES market has huge potential and 

SMA firmly believes that it will grow rapidly over the next five to ten years,” said Mark Twidell, 

Managing Director for SMA Australia. “Because of the complexity of the environment and in many 

cases the uniqueness of these PV diesel hybrid system projects we need to partner with 

organizations that can deliver unique local value-add. This is where Ingenero with their proven 

delivery capability and strong technical background come into the picture. We need partners with 

whom we can deliver real solutions into this market segment,” Twidell said. 

Ingenero is leading the way in this emerging market, having recently completed construction of a 

500kW hybrid system in Tonga and announcing a utility scale HES project for the Rio Tinto bauxite 

mine and township in Weipa, Australia.   

“SMA is the market leader when it comes to providing technology solutions that are going to deliver 

meaningful offsets of diesel fuel in an HES environment,” said Ingenero CEO Steve McRae. “The very 

strong technology base that SMA offers enables us to deliver a fully integrated solution to maximise 

both the economic savings around fuel offset along with integrating and reporting to customised 

network SCADA systems. Hybrid energy systems are typically installed in remote and harsh 

environments, hence the need for robust solutions that are capable of withstanding the unique 

challenges seen in many HES projects,” McRae said.  

“Ingenero has proven itself in two areas critical to success in this market,” McRae went on to say. 

“We have a proven track record of delivering solutions in the complex physical and technical 

environment that is the HES market segment. We have also proven we have the logistical and 

project management strength to deliver the package to the end customer in some of the most 

challenging environments in the world”.  



“We are excited about the partnership with SMA and what it can deliver to our customers and the 

market in general. We expect the partnership will deliver a variety of unique solutions on an ongoing 

basis,” McRae said. 

 

 

About SMA 

SMA Australia Pty. Ltd. is a subsidiary of parent company SMA Solar Technology AG, which is present 

in 21 countries around the world. SMA develops and supplies photovoltaic inverters and energy 

management solutions to residential, commercial and utility sectors. SMA Australia partners with a 

large distribution network covering Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific. Its local office is 

based in Sydney, allowing the Australian team to provide service, sales and technical support to the 

region.  Prominent solar installations within Australia using SMA products include the Sydney 

Theatre Company, Sydney Olympic Park, Crowne Plaza Alice Springs, Cockatoo Island in Sydney 

Harbour and The Adelaide Show grounds. 

The SMA Group generated sales of €932.5 million in 2013. As an energy management group, SMA 

offers innovative key technologies for future power supply structures. It is headquartered in 

Niestetal, near Kassel, Germany, and is represented in 21 countries. The Group employs more than 

5,000 people worldwide. SMA’s broad product portfolio includes a compatible inverter for every 

type of module on the market and for all plant sizes. The product range includes both inverters for 

grid-connected photovoltaic plants as well as off-grid and hybrid system technology. The product 

portfolio is supplemented by comprehensive services and operational management of utility-scale 

PV plants. Since 2008, the Group’s parent company, SMA Solar Technology AG, has been listed on 

the Prime Standard of the Frankfurt Stock Exchange (S92) and also in the TecDAX index. - See more 

at: http://www.sma.de/en 

About Ingenero 

Ingenero is an Australian leader in the delivery of solar energy for commercial, industrial, utility and 

residential customers. The company also has in-depth expertise in the delivery of Off Grid/Hybrid 

Grid solutions across the Asia Pacific marketplace.  Ingenero has simplified the way customers can 

lock in lower, long-term rates for electricity through innovative financial products such as Solar 

Leasing and Solar Power Purchase Agreements. Ingenero provides a wide range of solar 

implementation services including design, supply and installation of turnkey systems, long term 

Power Purchase Agreements and ongoing monitoring and maintenance services. For more 

information about Ingenero, please visit www.ingenero.com.au 

 

http://www.sma.de/en/newsroom/current-news/news-details/news/5236-sma-solar-technology-ag-meets-sales-and-earnings-forecast-in-q1-2014.html#sthash.ckuP7weP.dpuf
http://www.ingenero.com.au/
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